TSARIST   BACKGROUND                         93

time I quote from a noted British admirer of the Tsarist
regime, " is beautiful from a distance, but when you get
into it 'tis the most untidy place that ever was called a
health resort; a confusion of little streets and bad shops,
diity coffee houses, fruit barrowss and dust. Even the
sea, which a mile away is jewel-like and gleaming, is
stiried up and refuse strewn. ^

If the backwardness of the country was accidental,
mainly due to inertia, the backwardness of the larger
towns was deliberate. Tsarist rulers dreaded the rise of a
manufacturing middle class Enterprise was fettered
Though Russia's coal deposits were amongst the richest
in the woild, her output of coal in 1913 was one twenty-
seventh of that in the U.S.A Such industry as existed
was entrusted in large measure to foreigners. Foreign
capitalists mined the ores, acquiring as concessions from
the Tsarist Government tracts of land rich in minerals.
French and Belgian capitalists had control of the Donbas
coal- and iron-mines; British and French of the Baku
oil-wells; the control of textile and other mills and
factoiies being shaied among French, British, and German
capitalists alike.

The lot of the worker was desperately hard; his houis
long and wages low. Extremely low wages cannot mean
anything but an extremely low level of life. It is stated that
in 1912 the aveiage yeaily wage for an industrial worker
was 255 rubles; for a worker in a sugar lefinery 106. A
ten- to twelve-horn day was normal.1

Factory conditions were disgraceful. Men and women
alike spent the long hours of the working day in buildings
badly designed, badly lit, badly ventilated, and always
overcrowded Sanitation was almost non-existent.

Homes were worse than factories. An investigation in
1898, reported by the Moscow City Council, covering
16,478 lodgings in Moscow, show that 17 per cent, of the
population were living under inhuman conditions:

-1 Tliis should be compared with aveiAgc annual wage of industrial
worker1, xii Uta years. In 1933 it had liseu to 1,513 rubles (m the
rubles of 19146-7) ; m 1938 to 3,447 rubles The normal working day
13 now seven hours